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= American and Engliſh Newſpapers have 
recently blazed abroad the moſt extraordinary 
communications, which the Plenipotentiaries from 
the United States have deemed it their duty to 
addrels to their Government. As far as it regards 
theſe Plenipotentiaries, it will ſtand a deplorable 
monument of credulity and contradictions ; and as 
far as it regards that Government, it ſtands a ſtill 
more deplorable proof of wanton provocation, 
From the ſtubborn evidence of fadts, and from 
the very words of thoſe Plenipotentiaries theme. 
ſelves, it will be neceſſary to ſhew their incon- 
ceivable error—it is neceſſary, both by the force of 
reaſon, and even by a mere feeling for the happi- 
neſs of the two Republics, to anſwer a provoca- 
tion, which is ſo evidently ſuggeſted by the Britiſh 
Government, | 
It is the obvious intentions of that Government, 
after having exerted in vain ſo many ridiculous 
efforts againſt the French Republic, to organize 
and forment corruption around us. Driven to 
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became by degrees ſtationary, and made the ports 


1 
deſpair by holding the many glorious Treaties of 
Peace which the French Republic has concluded, 


it flattered itſelf with the idea, that by its own per- 


fidious arts, it might rekindle the former wars of 
Europe, and ſtir up againſt France a new war in 
America. But the whole of this ſyſtem of Britiſh 
corruption ſhall be unveiled and defeated; the 
American People ſhall not be left blind to the depth 
of the precipice into which their old oppreſſors are 
endeavouring to drive them. 

For a length of time, the French Republic has 
remonſtrated, and undoubtedly on good grounds, 
againſt the inobſervance of the moſt important 
points of the Convention which took place in 1788, 


between France and the United States. Hoſtilities 


at Sea ſoon gave riſe to more exaſperating griey- 
ances ;z it was in vain that the Republic ſacrificed 
the armaments which might have compromiſed the 
American Neutrality. The moſt lawful of theſe 
armaments were afterwards conteſted. The French 


' ſhips experienced a thouſand irritating vexations. 
Their prizes were no longer ſecured under the pro- 


tection of Treaties, The Courts of Juſtice 
claimed the right of taking cognizance of them; 


long and expenſive litigations diſcouraged the Prizes 


maſters ; nor was it gong before the French ports 
in the two worlds were declared in a ſtate of block- 
ade by Britiſh Proclamations ; the ſhips that failed 
from them were ſtopped on the vague ſuſpicion of 
their carrying goods belonging to the enemy ; and 
ſuch ſhips as carried thither proviſions, were driven 
from their deſtination; on the other hand, the 
Engliſh ſhips of war had free acceſs to the American 
ports, after having ſeized upon French property, 
or what they pretended to be ſuch; they there 


ſo 


181 
ſo many depots of arms, from which they run out 
to attack the French, and ſuch Americans as were 
in intercourſe with France. Meantime, the Re- 
public contented itſelf with appealing to the faith 
of its Treaties with the United States to enforce 
reſpect to their own neutrality. They anſwered 
the Republic by a Treaty negociated and concluded 
clandeſtinely with Great Britain. 

Has the Treaty even the effect of aſſiſting the 
neutrality of the United States? No: it autho- 
riſes the preſence of Engliſh ſhips of war in their 
harbours; it grants to England certain privileges, 
which, even in the midſt of war, favours its inte- 
reſts, to the detriment of thoſe of France; it ena - 
bles England to adopt the eaſieſt means of ſtarving 
France and her Colonies ; it ſacrifices the generous 
principles laid down to ſecure the independence of 
the ſeas in former Treaties. on & 
France prefers her complaints; but they are 
eluded by prevarication and digreſſions, while no 
attempt is made to touch on the main ground of 
the queſtion. Satisfaction is called for, but none 
is offered; they hold forth nothing but the griev- 
ances experienced by the United States, while they 
ſs over thoſe which they have made France 
endure. The Treaty of 1788 is more and more 
annulled, and a deciſive blow is ſtruck againſt the 
French cruizers in the American ſeas, by the pro- 
hibition againſt their ſelling their prizes. The 
Republic is compelled, in order to manifeſt a re- 
ſentment but too long ſuſpended, and to bring the 
negociation to a dots, to avail itſelf of the very 
clauſes of the Engliſh Treaty. At length, however, 
the United States, only made ſenſible of their con- 
duct by the fatal conſequences which it had brought 


upon 


| 1 
upon them, have apparently ſhewn a diſpoſition to 
come to an underſtanding. G 

For that purpoſe, three Commiſſioners have been 


| ſent to the French Republic; two of them, General 


Pinckney and Mr. Marſhall, betrayed againſt France 
prejudices which they brought from America, or 
which they imbibed from the kind of connection 
which they ſoon took care to form here ; Mr. Gerry 
evinced more impartiality, and more earneſt deſire 
to liſten favourably to every thing that might re- 
concile the two Republics. Tri 

From this 1ll-afforted aſſemblage, and which 


diſcovered a diſpoſition of a nature by no means 


conciliatory, it was natural there ſhould reſult, and 


there reſulted in effect, an oblique embarraſſed 


conduct on the part of the Commiſſioners ; hence 
their uniform reluQance to any thing that could 
p:.ify, and their eagernefs to write every thing that 
c bexaſperate. 

Th. at firſt expreſſed a deſire to be acknow- 
ledged; but they were called upon, as a previous 
condition, for explanation of certain phraſes point- 
edly infulting to the French Republic, and which 
phraſes ſtood prominent in the opening ſpeech de- 
livered by the Preſident of the United States. This 
requeſt they have done more than refuſe; they 
would not even conceive its tendency, but had re- 
courſe to ungrounded recriminations. There ſoon 
appeared an inclination to ſpare them the embar- 
rafſiment of a diſavowal; and with a view to de- 
tach them from England, and to equalize the ba- 
lance which ſo ſtrongly preponderated in favour of 
that power by means of the late Treaty, it was 
wiſhed that they ſhould come forward with ſome 
unequivocal proof of their attachment to our — 
8 5 Ay a a caulg 
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4 cauſe which but very recently was their own. It 
was expedient for our finances at that period, to ex- 
change for ſpecie a certain number of Batavian in- 
ſcriptions at ſtated payments. The Miniſter of 
Foreign Aﬀairs gave them to underſtand, that an 
offer made on their part to buy up a certain quan- 
tity of theſe - inſcriptions would be regarded as a 
friendly act. They anſwered, that they had no 
ſuch power ; while they ſhewed they had no incli- 
nation to do it. 

In order to come to ſome accommodation or to 
ſome friendly explanation, it was neceſſary to keep 
up frequent communications with the Miniſter for 

oreign Affairs. The latter publicly complained 

that they were not to be ſeen, and they themſelves 
confeſs that he frequently ſent them an intimation 
of the ſurprize which this conduct on their part 
occaſioned, But two of the Commiſſioners sen- 
trenching themſelves within the lines of etiquecte, 
refuſed to comply with his deſire. Mr. Gerry at 
length determined to wait upon him; ſpoke twice 
with the Miniſter: but, whether from a difficulty 
in explaining himſelf or from the fear of commit- 
ting himſelf, he ſaid but little, and nothing deci- 
five on any point. Meanwhile the Commiſſioners 
thought it their duty to ſend a voluminous account 
of their negociation to the Preſident of the United 
States. 

But of what materials could this account 
compoſed > They found it neceſſary to fill it up 
with the miſerable manceuvres of intriguing Poli- 
ticians, who, obſerving the Commiſtoners were 
intruſted with intereſts of the higheſt moment, but 
that they kept aloof from the Government with 
whom they ought to treat, run eagerly to encou- 


rage their prejudices, and to intoxicate them with 
the 
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the idea of their own conſideration, and with the 


opinion of their own importance. 
One of theſe intriguers ſeems to have given 
himſelf out as holding ſome intercourſe with the 


Miniſter, to whom, as a ftranger, through ſome. 


kind of recommendation, he had obtained ſucceſs. 
Another of them, and he is the moſt ſtirring, reſts 


himſelf on nothing but his intercourſe with the 


former intriguer; for he declares that he has no 
acquaintance whatever with the Miniſter, 


Such, however, is the ſituation of the man, who- 


ever he may be, who 1s placed at the head of this 


department, that he is obliged to receive, and to 


liſten to a number of perſons, who are far from 
enjoying any ſhare of his confidence, without his 
having any means of preventing the abuſe they 
may make of theſe unmeaning and inſignificant 
viſits, of which they avail themſelves with heedleſs 
inexperience, in order to promote their own inte» 
reſted views. | 

In the publication which the American Govern- 


ment has given of the account of its Commiſ- 
froners, the names of theſe acknowledged perſons 


are deſignated by initial letters. The Miniſter, 
impatient to diſcover their names, peremptorily 
required they ſhould be given up to him, and at 
length ſucceeded in obtaining the deſired commu- 
nication, which he immediately depoſited in proper 
hands. It will be learnt with pleaſure that they 


are foreigners, and it will be eaſily believed that 


they have been forward in doing juſtice to them- 


felves, by haſtening to quit the territories of the 


Republic. One only of theſe letters defignates a 
Frenchman, who was not backward in declaring 


| himſelf the language uſed by him as irreproachable ; 
he is announced as having ſometimes acted as an 


interpreter, 


* 


(a 1 
interpreter, but it is evident that he interpreted none 
but honourable propoſitions. — 

But as to the foreigners who make a figure in this 
negociation, it appears that the Whole object of 
their intrigues was to obtain from the Americans a 
ſum of twelve hundred thouſand livres, in order to 
be diſtributed for the purpoſes of corruption. From 
hence ariſe, and here terminate, all the buſtle, all 
the inſinuations, all the reports, ſo minutely detailed 
in the account of the American Commiſſioners. 

It muſt ever remain an inſurmountable myſtery, 
how men employed as Commiſſioners from the 
United States to the French Republic, could for a 
moment permit themſelves to be impoſed upon by 
manceuvres, &c. barefacedly falſe ; and one mult, 
in this inſtance, be tempted to take their miſtake 
for bad faith. | 

What ! three men are ſent from America to 
France, in order to negociate a conciliation be- 
tween the two Republics ; after being embarraſſed 
in a preliminary, they ſoon refuſe to confer with 
the Miniſter in their quality of Commiſſioners ; 
but as individuals, they have every poſſible means 
of ſeeing him, either at his own houſe or elſe- 
where; two of them, however, perſiſt in refuſing 
to avail themſelves of the facilities which are pur 
in their power. 

Nor is this all: they come forward and preſent 
the details of their Negociation, as if they were 
convinced that the 3 — propoſitions which 
they ſay have begn made to them, had been ad- 
dreſſed to them by a man inveſted with the confi- 
dence of Government: and nevertheleſs, in the 
courſe of their narrative, they inadvertantly come 
out with the confeſſion, that in repeated inſtances 
they miſtruſted thoſe clandeſtine communication 


and 


1 

and they ultimately reſolved upon rejecting them 
for the future. Mr. Gerry even poſitively de- 
clares, that theſe intermeddlers produced no authen- 
ticated power, no document of any nature whatever. ' 
They, in the mean while | perſiſted in refuſing 
to avail themſelves of the direct communications 
which the Miniſter held out to them at every in- 
ſtant. Is not the whole of this a labyrinth of 
contradictions? And when it is duly obſerved 
through what a ſeries of intermeddlers they ima- 
gined they were finally to come at the Miniſter, 
with whom it was ſo eaſy for them immediately to 
conſult, is not one neceflarily compelled to think 
that they have themſelves ſeriouſly adopted the con · 
ſequences of their narrative ? | 

Here it is a woman that is known to be connected 
with Mr. Pinckney, and who addreſſes him in the 
moſt innocent language ; language which he might 
hear from one end of France to the other : Lend 
us, ſaid ſhe one day, ſome money to relieve the exi- 
gencies of our War : we did not ftick at lending you 
during your War. And, ſimple as was this lan- 
guage, it is faſtened upon by Mr. Pinckney, who 
is anxious to write down every thing, and to en- 
venom every thing he writes. It is myſteriouſly 
conveyed by him to his Government, as if it had 
any relation whatever with the clandeſtine commu- 
nications made by the intriguers. 

Such are the minutiæ in which miſtruſt deſcends! 
Such are the blunderings of prejudice, when it 
attempts to reaſon ! and ſuch is the ſcourge which 
the policy of certain men proves to the commerce 
of ſociety |! |! 

On the other hand, it is a W. what nobody has 
been able to diſcover, who introduces to Mr. 
Pinckacy an X. a very paſſionate man, pretending 

| | | to 


22 

to be the bearer of a meſſage from the Miniſter, 
but who preſſed to anſwer whether or not, he be 

onally known to the Miniſter, is compelled to 
lay, * No;” but that he holds the propofitions 
which he makes from V. who, he ſays, has ſome 
intercourſe with the Miniſter; but when, however, 
there is queſtion of entruſting to V. an anſwer in 
the negative to his propoſition for 1,200,000 livres, 
he begs leave to be excuſed ; and he is compelled 
to acknowledge, from an impulſe of a kind of ſhame, 
and at the riſk of diſcrediting the part he plays, 
that the propoſition neither comes from the Direc- 
tory, nor even from the Miniſter; that it comes 
ſolely from himſelf, V. who was deſirous to ſave the 
Commiſſioners from the mortification of a diſ- 
avowal. But if theſe very perſons have afterwards 
held a different language, was it not natural for the 
Commiſſioners for ever after to miſtruſt their re- 
ports, and above all to endeavour at getting at the 
ſource themſelves? But they have not done ſo, 
How then is it poſſible to reconcile their conduct, 
either with reaſon, or with good faith ? 

In the very account they have delivered in, they 
intimate it to be their deſire to acquaint their Go- 
vernment, in the moſt minute and detailed manner, 
with every thing that paſſed relative to their com- 
miſſion. And, while with ſuch ſcrupulous anxiety, 
they collect ſuch a maſs of abſurd ditties and of 
wretched puerilities, they are wholly ſilent on the 
official communications which either Miniſters or 
thoſe employed in the Foreign Office had held with 
them; and thus, doubtleſs, becauſe theſe commu- 
nications, being in ſtrict uniſon with the few made 
to them by the Miniſter himſelf, were pure, up- 
right, and ſuch as muſt reflect honour on the French 
Government, it was conſiſtent with their plan to 
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paſs theſe over in ſlence. The others ſo' ſuſpicious * 
in their origin, and which were degrading in their 
object, they have taken the greateſt pains to diſcloſe 
and propagate. 

They had but recently preſented a voluminous 


enumeration of their pretended grievances. They 


were well aware that the Miniſter was about to ad- 


dreſs a note to thein in anſwer, which was to form 
an authentic document in the negociation, and 
which was carefully ſent to them in the month of 
Ventoſe laſt. They haſtened to publiſh what evi- 
dently did not come from the Miniſter, but which 
they endeavoured to impute to him, in order to 
weaken, no doubt, the very different impreſſion 
which muſt have been produced by the Miniſter's 
note, in which every thing breathes the moſt ſin- 


cere anxiety for a reconciliation. 


The whole of theſe facts offer ſuch a tiſſue of in- 


congruities and contradiction, that the mind is be- 


wildered in them. One is at a loſs how to ſtate 
with preciſion the reproaches that ought to be made 
to the American Commiſſioners. | 

But it may be clearly ſeen and underſtood, that 
they have been moſt ſtrangely deceived, if they have 
believed ; and that they are the moſt perfidious, if 
they have not believed what they have related, In 
the expreſſion of thoſe reproaches which are torn 
from indignation, we muſt moſt ſtudiouſly exclude 
Mr. Gerry, who, doubtleſs, may have been de- 
ceived; both by the foreign intriguers, and perhaps, 
even by is own Colleagues ; for to him no ſuſpicion 


of bad faith or inſincerity can attach. 


But, now, what can be the ſecret motive which 


has inſtigated them to noiſe abroad ſo oftentatiouſly 


ſuch pucrile communications ? By what means can 
| they 


| ti 1 
they juſtify the pompous affeQation with which the 
American People was prepared to hear them? How 
can it be conceived that a rational hope could be 
entertained of giving an unprefling aſpect to what 
was ridiculous, by inſtituting public faſts and 
prayers. | 5 
There was doubtleſs a great object in view, 
which made them hazard holding out, as diſco- 
veries of the higheſt importance thoſe incoherent 
tales of two foreign intriguers unconnected with 
France. Perhaps they ſuppoſed that the Citi- 
zens of the United States of America would form 
an idea of the French Government from theſe 
caricatures, and that the French Government 
would be irritated by ſo pointed a We 
They calculated the effect of the inſult from the 
malignity ot the intention, and not from the lit- 
tleneſs of the means. In a word, they flattered 
themſelves with exciting indignation inſtead of 
pity They wiſhed for war; they wiſhed that 
rance, inſulted, ſhould declare war againſt the, 
people whoſe cauſe ſhe had defended, and that 
that people ſhould, through their own efforts, be 
replaced under .the dominion of England. 

By means of that war, the Britiſh Cabinet 
would gain an ally who would labour for its in- 
tereſt, who would ſecond its projects againſt the 
French and Spaniſh Colonies, and retard the mo- 
ment of its humiliation : By means alſo of that 
war, the Britiſh Cabinet accelerates the execution. 
of a plan of which it had never loſt ſight, 

It is well known, that as ſoon as it deſpaired 
of re-uniting to the triple Crown the States whoſe 
independence it was compelled to acknowledge, 
it at leaſt endeavoured to revive in their minds 


prejudices favourable to limited Monarchy ; 2 
they 


"I 1 
they endeavoured to fortify, by the analogy of 
conſtitutional forms, the habitudes that were 
common to the Engliſh and American People; 
and that they took care to keep, for a length of 
time in the vicinity of the United States, one of 
the Sons of George III. Can it then be con- 
ceived to be true, that, to the degradation of the 
human mind, there ſhould be found a number of 
American Citizens ſeriouſly reconciled to the 
Engliſh form of Government? Can it be true 
that men, called by the public confidence to the 
head of the Government of the United States, 
ſhould have written in favour of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, merely in order to prepare the adoption 
of it in their own country? Can it be true that 
a thirſt for honours, that greedineſs for wealth, 
that a deſire for continuing in power, ſhould have 
already matured this conſpiracy againſt the cauſe 
- of Freedom ? | 
Ik̃ f this is not to be regarded as a mere — 
every thing is explained. A war is neceſſary for 
raiſing troops, and for obtaining ſubſidies; but a 
war of an unnatural complexion is eminently ne- 
ceſſary againſt old friends, againſt brothers, againſt 
Republicans: it is neceſſary that this war ſhould 
excite civil commotions, that it ſhould ſhock 
every idea of morality, that it ſhould rouſe to re- 
ſiſtance the true ſons of America. A multitude. 
of pretexts are not wanting for ſtigmatizing as 
ſeditious the glorious defenders of principles, and 
for ſubſtituting a Monarchical in the room of a 
Repreſentative Government, | 
t were henceforward ſuperfluous to diſſemble. 
Such are the criminal attempts of the Engliſh 
Cabiner—ſuch is the blind inclination of a Go- 
yernment which it influences; and it 1s the 


French 
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French Republic, who, for the cauſe of Liberty, 
ſacrificed the blood and fortune of its Citizens 
it is the French Republic that is inſtigated to 
ſtrike the fatal blow! But, above the controul 
of her reſentment, ſhe will only liſten to her 
wiſhes for the happineſs of the two Republics ; 
and ſhe will appeal to the Univerſe as a judge of 
the generoſity of the diſpoſitions which ſhe has 
not ceaſed, and which ſhe never will ceaſe to 
manifeſt, for living in peace and amity with 
America. | 

It is of the utmoſt importance to lay before the 
Public the Letters written to Mr. Gerry, Envoy 
of the United States, by the Miniſter of Foreign 
Affairs, the moment this ſtrange publication came 
to his knowledge. It is equally important to 
communicate too the Anſwers of Mr. Gerry.— 
They are as follows: 


THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO M. 
GERRY, ENVOY OF THE, UNITED STATES. 


Paris, 11 Prairial ( May 30.) 

s n, 

„ Herewith tranſmit you a London Newſpaper 
of the 15th of May laſt. You will find that it 
contains a very ſtrange publication. I perceive 
with the utmoſt ſurpriſe that certain :ntrivans 
have availed themſelves of the reſerve (iſolement) 
which the Envoys of the United States maintained, 
to make propoſals, and to hold a language, the 
object of which evidently was to deceive you. 

J requeſt you immediately to communicate to 
me the names for which the initials W. X. V. and 
Z. ſtand; and likewiſe the name of the Lady 
who is repreſented to have had converſations with. 
Mr. Pinckney upon American affairs. If you 

have 


18 ] 
have any reluctance to ſend me them in writing, 
be ſo good as communicate them confidentially to 
the bearer. RY | | 

* I firmly rely upon the zeal you muſt feel to 


put the Government in a ſituation thoroughly to 


inveſtigate theſe underhand proceedings, by which 
I congratulate you in not having duped, and 
which you cannot but wiſh to ſee cleared up.“ 


ANSWER OF MR, GERRY, 


Paris, May zt, 1798. 


0 Have received, Citizen Miniſter, your letter 
of the 11th Prairial (zoth May), and the Newſ- 
paper to which it alludes, The Newſpaper con- 
tains the whole of the irregular Negociations 
(Negociations informes) communicated by the En- 
voys to their Government, The letter proves 
that certain intriguers (intrigans) had made pro- 
poſals to the Envoys, and had carried on conver- 
ſations with them, the object of which evidently 
was, to impoſe upon them. You accordingly 
expreſs a defire that I ſhould impart to'you their 
names, << 

« If theſe perſons have not been authoriſed to 
come forward, or, being inveſted with definite 
powers, have exceeded them, they have outraged 
the French Government and the Envoys, This 
point I am not competent to decide, AS THEY DID 
NOT PRODUCE, AS FAR AS I KNOW, ANY AU» 
THORITY, ANY DOCUMENT, OF ANY KIND 
WHATEVER, | | 

The publications in queſtion are ſufficient to 
prove how very delicate my ſituation is with re- 
gard to the names of theſe individuals ; and they 


contain circumſtances which I hope will enable 
| 5 you 
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you to inveſtigate the affair to the bottom, with- 
out inſiſting upon any other communications from 
me. At the ſame time, deſirous to ſhield inno- 
cent perſons from ſuſpicions, by which they might 
have been placed in an aukward ſituation, I have 
no objection to declare, that three of the indi- 
viduals mentioned are Foreigners, and that the 
fourth acted only as meſſenger and interpreter. 
« You will perceive, Citizen Miniſter, the ex- 
treme repugnance of the Envoys to ſuch an irre- 
ular mode of Negociation, from their anſwer of 
be goth October to certain propoſition which 
had previouſly been made to them. Upon the 
Iſt of November they determined to put an end 
to ſuch intercourſe ; and they kept their reſolu- 
tion, notwithſtanding the repeated attempts which 
were ſubſequently made; at the ſame time, how- 
ever, they thought it their duty to communicate 
the whole to their Government. 
Accept, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurance of my 

profound eſteem.” 


THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO N. 
GERRY, ENVOY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Paris, 13 Prairial (June 1) Year 6 

wi | 
«© I Received, your letter of yeſterday, You 
inform me, firſt, that the Newſpaper I ſent you 
contains the whole of the irregular Negociations 
communicated by the Envoys to their Govern- 
ment. Secondly, that the perſons in queſtion, as 
far as you know, produced no authority, no do- 
cument, of any kind whatever, to accredit them. 
Thirdly, that three of the individuals mentioned, 
that is to ſay, in the order in which I placed 
them, 
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them, W. X. V. are Foreigners, and that the 


fourth, that is Z. acted only as a Meſſenger and 
Interpreter. r 

Although I am aware of the repugnance you 
mult feel to name theſe individuals, it is my duty 
to entreat you to make that feeling give way to 
the importance of the object. Have the good- 
neſs, then, iſt, Either to give me their names in 
wiiting, or communicate them confidentially to 
the bearer. 2dly, To name the Lady to whom 
Mr. Pinckney alludes. zdly, To tell me if any 
of the Citizens employed in my department, and 
authoriſed by me to fee the Envoys, ſaid a ſingle 
word which had the leaſt analogy to the ſcandal- 
ous propoſition (propoſition choquante) made by X. 
and V. with reſpe& to the payment of any ſum 
whatever, intended to be pocketed in a corrupt 
manner,” 


ANSWER OF MR. GERRY. | 
Paris, 3d June, 1598. 

© CITIZEN MINISTER, . - | | 
« | Have received your letter of the 19th Prai- 
rial, in which, after having quoted part of mine 
of the 31ſt of May, you preſs me immediately to 
give way to the importance of the object, and, 
1ſt, To give you in writing, or to communicate 
confidenzially to the bearer, the names of the 
Aur ag 0 whom the letters W. X. V. Z. ſtand. 
2dly, To name the Lady alluded to by Mr. Pinck- 
ney. 3dly, To cleclare, whether any of the Citi- 
Zens belonging to your office, and authoriſed by 
you to ſee the Envoys, ever faid a word which 
had the leaſt analogy to the ſcandalous propoſition 


made by X. and V. reſpecting the payment of ny 
: | | | um 
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ſum whatever, to be pocketed in a corrupt man- 
ner. | 
« With regard to the perſons underſtood by 
the letters K. Y., Z. I ſhall ſend their names; 
authenticated by my hand and ſeal, if you affure 
me that they ſhall not be publiſhed as coming 
from me ; although this. meaſure does not appear 
to me neceſſary in order to diſcover. the whole: of 
them, and as Z informs me, that he has volun- 
tarily avowed himſelf. But W. never having ſaid 
a word to me reſpecting X. or any part of our 
communications, I take it for granted, that the 
manifeſt impropricty of which I ſhould be guilty 
in doing what you defire upon a. hearſay, will be 
a ſufficient excuſe for omitting his name. 

© It is not in my power to give you the name 
of any Lady, for no Lady has had any political 
communication with me ſince my arrival in Paris. 
„With regard to the Citizens employed in 
your department, and authoriſed by you in your 
official communications, I cannot recolle& a ward 
uttered by any one of them, which had the leaſt 
analogy to the propoſitions made by X. and T. 
in their irregular negociations, with reſpect to the 
payment of money to be pocketed in a corrupt 
manner. 

beg ”m to accept, Citizen Miniſter, the 
aſſurances of my perfe& eſteem and reſpect.“ 


THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. TO M. 
GERRY, ENVOY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Paris, 16 Prairial (Fune 3.) 
% f R, . | _ 
« I Have juſt received your letter of yeſterday. 


You may ſend me, in perfe& confidence, the 
2 names 
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names to which you allude under your hand and ſeal, 
I give you the aſſurance, that they ſhall not be 
publiſhed as coming from you. 
| | | Accept, &c.“ 


(Note, —The names were accordingly tranſmitted 
to the Miniſter, by whom they were immedi- 
ately recorded.) 


The following Letter from the Citizen referred 
to by the letter Z. it is equally important to lay 
before the Public, | 


TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


Paris, 13 Prairial (May 31.) 


% Mr. Gerry has communicated to me the Let- 
ter which you yeſterday wrote him, in which you 
expreſsly deſire him to acquaint you with the 
names of the perſons underſtood by the letters 
W. X. V. Z. referred to in the correſpondence of 
the American Envoys, printed in a public Paper 
of the United States ot America, dated 12th 
April. WE 5 
My delicacy could not but be ſeverely hurt 
to ſee myſelf, under the appellation of Z. perform- 


ing a part in the company of certain intiiguers, 


whoſe object, it doubtleſs, was to derive advan- 
tage from the credulitity of the American Envoys, 
and to make them their dupes. Finding myſelf 
implicated in this affair, and deſirous to remove 
the uneaſineſs I felt, reſpecting the diſagreeable 
impreſſions, and the conſequences, which the. pub- 
lication of your letter to Mr. Gerry may have oc- 
cafioned, I thought it my duty to ſee you with- 
out delay, and -to entreat you, Citizen Miniſter, 

to 
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to have the 22 to give me your declaration 
in writing, that in the interviews I had with theſe 
Gentlemen, I followed up. the communication 
which you employed me to tranſmit to them, in 
the manner which I now proceed to explain, 
In the * „ of laſt Brumare, having gone 
to pay my reſpects to the Miniſter of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and the converſation having turned upon the 
United States of America, he expreſſed to me his 
ſurpriſe that no Americans, and particularly the new 
Envoys, ever came to his houſe ; that this was not 
the way to open a Negociation, for the ſucceſs of 
which they had more reaſon than us to be concern- 
ed; that he would receive them individually with 
great pleaſure, and particularly Mr. Gerry, whom 
he had known at Boſton. Knowing the friendſhip 
which I maintained with Mr. Gerry, he defired me 
to communicate to them what he had ſaid, I ac- 
cording waited upon Mr. Gerry, who having ſent 
for his Colleagues, imparted to them the converſa- 
tion which I had had with the Citizen Miniſter. 
« Meflrs. Pinckney and Marſhall, from motives of 
etiquette, refuſed to wait upon the Miniſter; but 
as the ſame reaſons did not apply to Mr. Gerry, it 
was e that he ſhould go the next day to the 
Miniſter's houſe; and that I ſhould accompany him. 
At this period Mr, Gerry could not expreſs himſelf 
in. French. Next day we accordingly went, but 
the Miniſter not being at home, Mr. Gerry re- 
queſted that a day ſhould be named for the viſit, 
and it was fixed for a few days after. We went to 
the place of meeting, and, after the uſual compli- 
ments, Mr. Gerry having expreſſed to the Miniſter 
his defire to ſee harmony re-eſtabliſhed between the 
two Republics, the Miniſter replied, that the Di- 
rectory had come to a determination not to treat 
with 
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with them till they had made reparation for ſome 
articles in the ſpeech of the Preſident at the opening 
of the Congreſs, and given an explanation of ſome 
others; that he could only put off for a few days 
making an official communication to them of 
this determination; that till then, if they had any 
propoſitions to make which could be agreeable ta 
the Directory, he would preſent them with the ut - 
moſt alacrity; that conſidering the circumſtance, 
and the ſervices of a ſimilar kind which France had 
performed on a ſimilar occaſion to the United 
= States, the beſt way would be for them to offer a 
j Loan to France, either by. taking Batavian Inſcrip- 
it tions for the ſum of 15 or 16 millions of florins, 

Or in any other manner that might be approved. 
| « Mr. Gerry, after replying in a polite, though 
* evaſive manner, added on the ſubject of the Loan, 
1 that their powers did not extend ſo far, but that 
bl he would talk over the matter with his Colleagues, 
z It is to be obſerved, that as the Miniſter ſpake no- 
thing but French, I repeated in Engliſh to Mr, 
= Gerry what he ſaid; and that although certain that 
bl he very well underſtood the anſwers of Mr. Gerry, 
| I repeated them to him in French. We took our 
i kave of the Miniſter, who then received-a courier, 
3 and he deſired me at partiug to repeat to Mr. Gerry 
| and his Colleagues what be had ſaid to us. Ac- 
8 repeated to Meſſrs. Pinckney and Mar- 
' ſhall, in preſence of Mr. Gerry, the converſation 
| we had bad with the Miniſter. | 
A fewdays after, Mr. Gerry requeſted me again 
to accompany him on a viſit to the Miniſter ; and 
having renewed his expreſſions of the extreme de- 
fire he entertained lo tee the moſt perfect union 
re eſtabliſhed between the two nations, he recurred 
to the inſufficiency of their powers, and propoſed, 
| in 
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in his own name and that of his Colleagues, that 
one of them ſhould immediately ſet out for Ame- 
rica with the conditions which the French Govern- 
ment might propoſe. The Miniſter remarked, that 
it would then require ſix months to have an anſwer, 
and that it was of the utmoſt importance to come 
to a ſpeedy reſolution; that he was extremely de- 
ſirous to have frequent communication with them, 
individually and amicably, This appearing to him 
to be the beſt means to arrive at a ſpeedy under- 
ſtanding, he lamented on this account that he had 
yet had no communication with them. | 

« Such, Citizen Miniſter; as far as my memory 
can recolle&, are the details of the two converſa- 
tions at which I was preſent; I ſhall only add, that 
no perſon wiſhes more anxiouſly than I do to fee 
this negociation brought to a ſucceſsful concluſion, 


Heath and reſpect, 
(Signed) „ HaurEVAIL.“ 


SY 


THE END, 
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